
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JULY 18, 201 
 
The Work Session of July 18, 2018 was called to order at 4:05 p.m. and the open public 
notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 
Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and the Borough 
Administrator and Borough Clerk. 
 
The Administrator opened the public comment period the meeting. 
Ann Hamby, W. Mt. Vernon Avenue, talked about property at the corner of Mt. Vernon 
and Linden Avenues that may be sub-divided if the original house is torn down.  If done, 
then at least one of the new properties would face Linden Avenue.  She noted that there 
are no houses fronting on Linden Avenue in that block.  The new owner would have to 
get a variance to build.  However, the back yard there has already been defoliated.  She 
stated that the neighbors there are very upset and do not want what happened on 
Peyton and Warwick Avenue to happen at this corner.  She asked the Commissioners to 
do what is necessary to make this not happen.  She would like to have a moratorium put 
on doing these types of sub-divisions.  Additionally, she did not receive notice about the 
Planning Board (PB) meeting where these possible changes were discussed.  
Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the criteria for notices regarding zoning changes.  He 
also reviewed the advertisements that were done for the PB meeting mentioned.  He 
further noted that 3 of the 4 properties at that intersection are of a size to be sub-divided.  
Discussions about the timing between when the owner submits his paperwork to the 
borough and when the current ordinance being discussed for zoning changes would be 
ready to be introduced.  Ms. Hamby stated that the neighbors are already willing to get 
a land use attorney to help them.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the Commissioners 
still haven’t received the recommendations from the PB for the zoning changes and 
referenced the timeline for adopting zoning ordinances within the Borough.  He pointed 
out that there will be a PB hearing that neighbors at which neighbors will be allowed to 
make comments.  Discussed was a set back variance that may or may not be needed 
for a pre-existing non-conformance on the house there now.  Commissioner Moscatelli 
state that the Commissioners will look into notice issues when changing zoning ordinance.  
Ms. Hamby left the meeting at 4:28 p.m. 
 
The Commissioners agreed that the discussions regarding the Labor Attorney Request for 
Proposal should be held in closed session at the end of the meeting. 
 
An issue with basketball hoops in the park strip was reviewed next.  The Borough Solicitor 
advised that the current ordinance can be easily changed by using the word “protrude” 
versus “placed”.  Commissioner Kasko asked if we could just state that basketball hoops 
cannot be in the street.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the Department of Public 
Works (DPW) has had issues with these when plowing snow, street sweeping, as well as 
with the trees just because of this issue.  The Commissioners discussed the issue and 
whether or not this was something that needed to be dealt with at this time.  The 
Administrator noted that due to the blight attacking the Ash trees in town we are 
changing the way that tree trimming is done.  Traditionally it has been done on an as-
needed basis, but now the tree crew is going to go down each street and trim everything 
as they go.  This will affect how often there are issues with basketball hoops being placed 
in the street.  No decision was made at this time. 



 
Commissioner Moscatelli announced that he has received multiple requests to have a 4-
way stop installed at Prospect Road and Springfield Terrace.  The Administrator noted 
that previously they had agreed to move forward with the installation of 4-way stops 
around schools, but ended up not doing so because of the neighbor’s adversity to them.  
It was noted that this intersection can be changed to a 4-way stop because of its 
proximity to a recreation area.  Our Engineers previously provided us with a list of the 
intersections in town that could be changed to 4-way stops under a new State Law.  
Mayor Rochford commented that there is a concern that residents in various areas in 
town would start requesting 4-way stop intersections once this is authorized. The 
Administrator pointed out that there are very few locations where these would be 
allowed.  After further discussion the Commissioners agreed to include a first reading on 
this ordinance for the Commissioner Meeting at 7:30 p.m. this evening.  
 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that the NJ Municipal Excess Liability Group 
(MEL) provides additional coverage for Planning Board and Zoning Board members.  
However, they must be provided training prior to receiving the coverage.  This training 
can be provided by the solicitor of each board.  She indicated that she has a copy of 
the power point presentation that is to be used for the training.  The Commissioners 
agreed that the board’s solicitors could do the training and recommended that a special 
meeting be held by each of the boards for this purpose.  The Administrator questioned if 
the Commissioners would want to include the Historic Preservation Commission as well.    
The Solicitor suggested checking with the MEL before doing so to see if there would be 
additional costs for such coverage. 
 
The Borough Solicitor updated that Commissioners on recent correspondence he has 
had with the County Department of Health regarding the adoption of the State’s Housing 
Code.  Although we are not required by statute to adopt this Code, the County advised 
him that Judges are giving them pushback about the towns that haven’t adopted the 
State’s Housing Code.  The County is in the process of sending him a template for 
adopting the Code, which he will bring to the next work session. 
 
The Commissioners were advised that the brewery in town has applied to the State to 
extend their liquor license so that patrons can sit outside.  She noted that our Outdoor 
Seating for Brewery resolution scheduled for later in the evening is conditional upon State 
and HPC approval, although, she is hesitant to approve before the State has given their 
approval.  The Solicitor advised that the Borough should wait until after the State has 
made their decision.  The Commissioners agreed to pull the resolution from the 7:30 p.m. 
agenda, but we can verbally tell the brewery that we are ok to formally approve once 
state approval is received.  The Commissioners also agreed that the Solicitor should call 
the Alcohol Beverage Control Commissioner regarding these issues.  
 
The Administrator reviewed the results from the various bid openings that have been held 
recently. She recommends awarding the bid for the recycling truck, but hold off on the 
roll-off truck at this time.  Although the price received for this truck was good, DPW 
indicated that the truck would need a third axel, which would require additional funds 
and would put them over their allocation for these purchases.  They have been asked to 
look into various options before putting this out to bid again.  The Administrator then 



noted that asphalt prices have gone up significantly for the Pot Hole Repair bid.  The 
overall cost for a sample pothole this year with the low bidder would be $434.88 
compared to $250.13 from last year’s prices.  However, the recommendation is to award 
the bid to the low bidder.  We are still waiting for the recommendation letter from 
Remington & Vernick (R&V) for the Fire House boilers.  The low bidder was disqualified for 
not including a business certificate, but the second bidder is within the budget for this 
project.  As long as nothing else is found wrong with the bids, the Administrator 
recommends moving forward with the award.  The Commissioners agreed with the 
recommendations.  
 
The updated Vacant Properties List from our Code Enforcement Officer was provided by 
the Administrator.  She advised that she would be working with the Solicitor on moving 
forward with the process on those top five properties previously chosen by the 
Commissioners.  A letter from the owner of one of the properties listed requesting the 
removal of the property from the list was reviewed.  The Administrator suggested that, 
since this was not one of the top five properties, that a reply be sent that it has been 
agreed to put a hold on for that site at this point, contingent upon the owner diligently 
working on occupying the property.  The Commissioners agreed to the recommendation.  
After the letters have gone out to the owners, we have updated the list to remove a 
couple of properties that are just in foreclosure. 
 
Photographs of the playground equipment on the Bancroft site were reviewed.  The 
Administrator reminded the Commissioners that this is equipment that Friends School is 
asking if they could have.  If our Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) indicates that everything is up 
to Code, the Administrator recommending keeping for the Borough’s use.  The 
Commissioners agreed.  
 
The agenda for the 7:30 p.m. meeting was then reviewed.  It was agreed to remove the 
resolutions awarding the boiler work for the Fire House, as well as the resolution approving 
the outdoor easting facility for the brewery. 
 
Commissioner Kasko provided a report from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH).  
The recent Crafts & Fine Art Festival was well attended.  It is estimated that the income 
from the festival will be between $40,000 and $50,000, which would be an increase, 
although that information needs to be verified first. 
 
The Administrator provided the Commissioners with the following information: 

- announced that the Haddonfield Cultural Arts group will not be holding the First 
Night celebration this year.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested that the sponsor 
should put out a press release. 

- Reminded the Commissioners that the Freeholder meeting will be held in the 
auditorium on July 19, 2018. 

- The new Zoning Officer’s name is Tavis Karrow. 
- The County has announced that they will be doing construction on the Grove 

Street bridge into Cherry Hill to work on the bridge. 
  



Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to go into closed session at 5:42 p.m. to discuss 
Bancroft negotiations and personnel matters.  Mayor Rochford second the motion, which 
was approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 6:42 p.m., where the motion had been 
to adjourn the meeting as well. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


